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The length of the President’s Message prevent” 
ed the insertion of several other articles intended 
for our paper of last week. It was believed, that 
our readers im general would desire to have entire 
a document so important in a political point of 
view. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

The following communicatioa contains a state- 
ment of facts; which must be gratifying to every 
person who accounts the word of God an inval- 
uable treasure, and considers a more extentive 
thorough knowledge of its sacred contents as im 
portant to the present and everlasting felicity of 
men, These facts are creditable to the industry, 
moral habits, mental elevation, and religious char- 
acter of the persons of whom they are related.— 
The conduct of the old lady, who purchased for 
each of her children a copy of one of the best com. 
meptaries on the sacred Scriptures that have been 
published in any language, in our view, ought to 
be “told for a memorial of her;” and especially as 
itexhibits to parents, who have it in their power 
to“go and do likewise,” an excellent example-an 
example which ought to be felt asa solemn admo- 
nition to those parents, who pussess the wealth of 
this world, but employ it in procuring decorations 
for the mortal bodies of their children, while they 
provide not for them the meane of attaining the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, whom he 
has sent. 

For the Pittsburgh Reeorder. 
Pittsburgh, December, 1826. 

Not long since, in the evening, after the usual 
hours of labour were pust, six men, together, cal!- 
ed on the agent in this place for the publishers of 
the American edition of Henry’s Commentary on 
the Bible, sx large volumes, and entering their 
names a6 subscribers for this valuable work (the 
six sets $120) reported their residence to be Pitts- 
burgh—men employed in the Cotton Phoenix Fac- 
tury.— This is a specimen of the means, mora/s, in 
telligence, and piety, of men employed in an Ame- 
rican manufacture! Nor is it solitary, though 
there age but few instances of equal extent at one 
time. It is well known here, that many of the best 
members of society, belonging to different reli- 
gious denominations, are persons, men and women, 
employed in our manufactures. 

Another instance, not of American manufac- 
tures, but of unusual application of money occur- 
red within two weeks in this city. A widow wo- 
man, from Washington county, Pa. mother of 11 
living children, came with one of her sons, and 
bought 1) sets of Scott’s Commentary on the Bi- 
ble, viz. one for each child, amounting to $187! 


Se 
THE LAW OF INCEST. 

Tt will be recollected, that the last General As- 
sembly submitted several things to the considera’ 
‘sion of the Presbyteries under their care, requiring 

their decisions to be made and returned to the next 
General Assembly. These have respect to alter- 
ations in the Form of Government and Discipline 
of the Presbyterian Church; and one of them to 
an alteration of a clause in the Contession of Faith 
which forbids a man to marry his deceased wife’s 
sister, The question of the lawfulness of such mar 
riages has long agitatec the church; and a final de- 
cision on it has become a great desideratum. At 
the request of a brother, we have inserted in the 
Recorder of the last and present numbers, an es: 
say, from the Christian’s Magazine, whic h, in our 
view, sheds considerable light upon the subject.— 
And we trust the information that this essay is 
probably from the able pen of Rev. Dr. John Ma- 
son will secure to it the attentive perusal of all who 
feel any interest in the subject. 

We learn from the Philadelphian, that this ques- 
sion is arresting the attention of Presbyterians 
east of the movotains, and that Professor M‘Clel- 
Sand, of Dickinson College, bas published a tract 
upon the subject. It is said to be an excellent pro- 
duction, in opposition to such marriages as that 
shove mentioned—a “close, classical, and seasons: 
ble tract on a question on which every divine of 
our church should express an enlightened judg 
ment before the next meeting of the G. Assembly.” 

—s2 > 
RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS. 
We copy the following remarks from the N. H. 
Repository and Observer; believing that they con: 
tain some useful hints to Presbyterians, as well 
es Congregationists. The latter glory in their or- 
thodoxy, and justly maintain that nothing bet the 
truth, attended by the loly Spirit, can have a sanc 
tifving influence: but is it deserves consideration 
whether they manifest one fourth part ofthe zeal 
in advancing the prosperity of their church, that 
is manifested by some other denominations in re 
ference to theirs. $n this day of exertion negligent 
churches must sink into insignificance, and be su- 


» 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1826. 


Methodist Patronage ef Religious Newspapers» 

We learn that the number of subscribers for 
Zion’s Herald, printed at Boston, now amounts to 
5,800. This enormous subscription has been near- 
ly all obtained within two or three years, through 
the indefatigable exertions of Methodist ministers. 

The Christian Advocate of New York, a Meth- 
odist religious journal, which has not been three 
months in existence—which issued its first num- 
ber in September Jast—has already an extent of pa- 
tronage which calls for 4,000 copies! The pub- 
lisher informs, that for the accommodation of new 
subscribers, he has struck off 5,000 from the com- 
maencement, and that a new edition will be printed, 
as soon as the increase of the subscription shall 
demand it. 

Suppose a little of this, zeal in a good cause, were 
infused in our qrder; would any danger need to be 
apprehended from it? Are our brethren sensible 
of the g@bd that may be produced by zealous and 
preservering exertions in behalf of those heralds of 
*glad tidings,’ those silent preachers of righteous- 
ness, which mark the spirit of the age, and are 
every week recounting the wouderful works of 
God towards the children of men?’—The success 
and — increase of the Methodists in our coun- 
try of late is doubtless in no small degree owing, 
to the liberal patronage, the wide circulation and 
extensive influence of their religious publications. 
It is to be remembered, that every methodist min- 
ister is not merely a subscriber to these publica- 
tions, butan agent, and a correspondent. Hence 
their periodicals are made peculiarly interesting 
on account of the facts theyembody. Information 
from all parts of their communiun is promptly 
commnnicated, and all are mutually made ac- 
quainted with the enterprises, trials, encourage- 
ments, and successes,which pertain to their spirit- 
ual concerns. Thus the spirit of the times is caught 
and its invigorating and expansive influence lights 
on multitudes who had otherwise remained dor- 
mant. Why is it that a greater degree of interest 
in this particular is not felt atnong us? Why is it, 
while so interesting a season is experienced in 
New Hampshire; while the Captain of our sai- 
vation is passing this way by the special manifes- 
tations of his presence; while he is unfurling the 
banner of his love, & making multitudes the tro- 
phies of his victorious grace,-why is it, that those 
who stand upon the watch-tower, are not more rea- 
dy to letuskuow "Shhat of the nightigg 

<= 
From the London Missionary Register. 
LABRADOR. 
Mission of the United Brethren. 
Br. Kontmetster’s View or tHe Mission. 

Oo the return of this venerable Missionary to 
Europe, after a eervice in Labrador ef 34 years, 
he gave a general view of the state of the Mission, 
from which we collect the following particu 
lars: — 


€ Population. —This is on the increase. The 
Congregatiou at Okkak, in particular, obtains a 
great increas troin yearto year, by the arrival 
of Heathew frou the coast to the North of the 
Settlement: the number of - Esquimaux ia its 
neighbourhood is, indeed decreasing; but Okkak 
may yet be called a “Mission among the heathen,”’ 
Nain and Hopedale are now Christian Settle- 
ments, all the inhabitants being initiated into the 
Ciristian Church. by holy baptism, and no Hea- 
hen live in their neighbourhood: their increase, 
therefore, depends on the rising generation, and 
on the accession of persons coming from a dis- 
tance toreside among them on this account, the 
eodeavours of the Missionaries, in these two 
settlements, are particularly directed to instil in- 
to the minds of the youth the principles and pre- 
cepts of vital Christianity, and to see to it, that, 
by the grace of our Saviour, all the souls com- 
mitted to their care become more firmly ground- 
ed and established in faits and love, and walk 
worthy of their high and heavenly calling: this 
is done by faithful instruction, accompanied with 
watchfulness and prayer. 


Piety. —The work of God in the hearts of our 
dear Esquimaux proceeds in the power of the 
Spirit aed with rich blessing; and I may wit 
truth assert, that they grow in geace, and inthe 
love and know!ege of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ. Those things which were formerly 
practised by the Esquimeux, their sorcerers, and 
angekoks, an?! by which our Brethren were so 
much annoyed and distressed at the begin- 
ning of the Mission, are at present hardly ever 
heard of, the Heathenshemselves being ashamed 
of them. 


Seriplures —The most efficacious means ot 
promoting their growth in grace, is the reading 
of the New Testement, which they have now in 
their hands, through the generosity of the venera- 
ble British and Foreign Bible Society. They 
read therein daily in their tents, with the great- 
est earnestness, delight, and edification; during 
the long winter nights, when at a distance from 
the Settlements at their hunting places their 
most agreeable occupation is to read the scrip- 
tures together: as there are some who have not 
acquired this proficiency, having become converts 
ata more advanced period of life, the children 
or young people read aloud, while the rest are 
quietly mending their tackle or sitting down 





perseded by others of parsevering activity. 


and doing other work. We have, indeed, ever 
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since the arrival of this most precious gift, ob- 
served a great change. 
the Word of God and the doctrines which it con- 
tains has greatly increagel, and the influence on 
their moral conduet ic manifest; for they now, 
more than ever, desire to regulate their walk & 
conversation in conformity to truly Christian 
principles: the reading ot the Serioiures kindles 
new life in their heart-; and affou is us desirable 
Opportunities to couverse with them on the mean- 
ing aod application of the truths thas made to 
them, for they frequeatly come to inquire the 
meaning of one or other sentence or word, and 
the explanations & remarks thatensne,are mate, 
by the Holy Spirit, useful and blessed to their 
souls. 


Hymn Book.—The new Hymn Book is a teuly 
valuable present. Whenthey heard that it had 
arrived, they rejoiced exceedingly; and we are 
coavinced, that the use of it will, by the Lord’s 
blessing, prove a means of great edification to 
them, and fill their hearts with gratitude toward 
their benefactors. 


Schools.—These are held with both children 
and adults, from November to April; and are a 
most powerful means of forwarding their im- 
provement, in every thiog good and profitable for 
them. Moet of our people attend them with great 
diligence, and with an earnest desire to be svon 
able to read the New Testament for themselves. 
There are among the children, some of five and 
even four years of age, who can read well. The 
severest punishment that can be inflicted on 4 


child, is to keep him from school. 


—_— ss 
A brief Inquiry into the lawfulness of marrying a de- 

ceased wife's sister. 

(Concluded.) 

Let us proceed to the 
2d Question. *‘Isthe marriage of a deceased 
wife’s sister really forbidden by the law of which 
I have just proved the universality and perpetui 
Pa) 
The geveral principle of interpretation is thus 
laid down in the law itself. ‘None of you shall 
approach to any thatis near of kinto him, to un 
cover their nak¢doess.”” xviii. 6 The rule 
then, by which we are to apply all the specifica- 
tions of this law, ia the degree of kindred. Ac- 
cordingly, the prohibitions are not punctually 
reciprocated; but the prohibition of a certain de- 
gree to one sex, is, of course, a prohibition to 
the other sex also If, as in verse 8, a man 
may not marry his father’s wife, it follows di- 
rectly,that a woman may not marry her mother’s 
husband; the degree of kindred being the same. 
With this rule of interpretation we go to verse 
16, where is the following statute: ‘*Thau shalt 
not uncover the nakedaess of thy brother’s wife; 
is 13 thy brother’s nakedness.’ Asche law is not 
treating of adultery, but of incest, it must mean 
not the wife ofa living, but a deceased, brother. 
The prohibition, therefore, is, that a woman 
shall not marry her brother-in-law; in other 
words, that two brothers shall not marry the same 
woman. Now, as the prohibition relates to the 
degree of kindred; and as the sister of a deceased 
wife stands in the very same relation with 
the brother of a deceased husband the, law is 
express and full, that two sisters shall not marry 
the same man. Therefore whoever marries his 
deceased wife’s sister is, by the clear and une- 
quivocal sentence of God's law, guilty of incest. 
There is no evading this construction but by 
distinctions which would destroy the law alto- 
gether. 

I venture a step further, and say, that the mar- 
riage of a wife's sister is, in the eye of God, the 
very samewith the marriage of one’s own sister. 
When aman marries a woman ‘they are no 
more twain,”’ says God, “‘but ane flesh.””, How? 
Not literally: for their persons are as distinct 
asever. Not with resnect to their blood-rela- 
tions: they were that before their marriage.— 
But yet by their marriage they are made one 
flesh. The flesh of the husband and wife being 
thus ideatified, they stand in the aime relation 
to each other’s sisters and brothers as to their 
own; 1. e. as tot lawfulness of connu'ial in- 
tercourse, 
the divine law fora manto marry his owe sis- 
ter, ay to marry a sister of his wife. To me it is 
clear; but if it shou! be deemed a refinement, 
Ibeg to be understood as reging my argn- 
ment upon theco»struction of the law itse'f given 
above. 

Against this construction, I have met with no 
plausible objections but two. 

The first is fonnded upon a statute in Deut. 
xxv. 5. viz. *Ifbrethren dwell together, & one of 
them die, and have nochild, the dead shall not 
marry without uoto a stranger, her Ausband’s 
brother shall—take her to him to wife.” The iv- 
ference is, that “if it was lawful, in this case, 
for a man to marry his brother’s wife, it is equal- 
ly lawful fora woman to marry her sister’s hus- 
»and.” One cannot but wonder that such a 
sophiem should ever be mistaken for an argu- 
ment, 

As this statute in Deuteronomy iaterferes, to 





So that itis quite as agreeable to} 


ja certain extent, with the s'atute on the same 


Their understanding of subject ia Leviticus, it can be viewed only asa 


'particular exception to general rule. The rule its. 
'yelt, iustead of being iavatidated, is confirmed, 
|by the exception; and must take its coarse ip all 
‘cases nulexpressly excepted. It belongs to the 
|nacare of excep!ions to be construed strictly, or 
}else they might be made to overthrow the ge- 
oeral rule itself, The prince ple of interpretation 
which proves, as shown above, that marriage 
with a wife’s sister is incestuous, has no place 

‘inthe construcuou of this special provision for 
ithe inarryiag a brother’s wite; because, the law- 
|yiver is not here marking ont the gradations of 
jcindred withia which marriage is uulawful; be 
had done that already, in a general law of which 
he 1s pleased to suspend the operation in a given 
case. ‘Therefore the principle of interpretation 
furnished by the forbidden degree of kindred, is 
applicable to the general law on'y, and oo! at all 
to the exception. The exception does not i0- 
volve the general principle of the law, or else it 
would not be an exception, but a repeal,or a con- 
tradiction. The only principie of tne exception 
ig in the specified case, viz,a brother marrying 
his childless brother’s widow: whatever inference 
as justiy drawa from it, must be within its terms; 
that ia, must not extend beyond the marriage of 
a brother’s widow without children; the moment 
you go furtier you violate the principle of theexe 
cep'on, and sire!ch it beyond the wiil of the lawe 
giver—you isiterpret faleely. According to the 
exception ag it -isads, no Iscee'ite migh {lawfale 
ly marry his brother’s widow, but in one case; 
viz. the lack of issue. Had his brother left @ 
child, the genera! law of marriage would have 
rendered tue espousal of bis widow incestuous? 
for the same reason, the marriage of a deceased 
wite’s sister would fave been incestuous If, 
io the Christian dispensation, any thing can be 
drawn from the exception uoder review, it is 
not merely the permission, but the obligation, to 
marry a brother’s widow when he leaves av chil- 
dren. For, certainly, if the lawfulness of mar- 
rying @ wife’s sister can be made out by infer- 
ence from the command, in a ceriain case, to 
marry a brotuer’s widow, the express le!ter of that 
command must bind the conscience. I do not 
imagine that the most strenuous abettors of the 
first, would altogether relish the second. At 
least, | never heard of aman who thoughtrit his 
duty to raise a family to bis brother, by marrying 
the widowr His object is,to raise a family to 
himself, by the wife’s sister; that is, he pleads am 
excepuon toa general law, as warranting a mea~- 
sure which the exception does not contain, aud 
tor a purpose which completely frusjrates the 
design of the exception nself! The resuli, if 
we advance one step further, is—that in or- 
der to justify the marriage of a deceased wite’s 
sister, men reason in a new way which equally 
justifies the uolimited marriage of a deceased 
brother’s wife; and thus, converting an exception 
to a divine law, into a complete destruction of 
the principle of the law iteelf, and of all its ap- 
plications, they charge absurdity upon infinite 
wisdom, aod injustice upon iofisite righteous- 
ness: for they fiad two contradictory statues of 
co-existing obligation ia the law of God—the ope 
foibidding, under the penalty of hie curse, aod 
the otber enjoining, by his own autbority the 
very self-same aci!! 

A word more oa this head. The reason as- 
signed in the staiute, requiring the marriage of 
a childless brotber’s widow, is expressly this, 
‘that bis name be not put out of Israel.” The excep, 
tion, therefore, created by this statute, is a mu. 
uicipal regulation, having respect to the childrea 
of Israel in their political capacity. Their com- 
monwealth ‘as ceased; the reason of the excep< 
tion, and of course, the exception isself, ceased 
withit. ‘Pye general jaw of marriage, therefore, 
without any exception, is nowin force. Itis 
surely a grievous errour, and a desperate ven< 
ture, to boitom a breach of God’s permanent 
law upon a temporary exception which has now 
no existence. 

The second objection to the doctrine of this in~ 
/quity, is taken froma precept in the law of mare 
iriage itsell, “Neither,” says the lawgiver, 
|-ssnalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex hers 
| beside the other, iu her life-time.” Lev. xviii. 18+ 
|2°101m which it isinferred, that ifshe be dead, it 
lis lawtul to marry her sister. ‘For why,’ say 
ithe objectors, *lay any stress Opon the circums 
jsiance of her being alive? Why say “in her life 
tume,’? af, after her deash, the marriage of ber 
sister is ualayful?? 

it is amaafig, that any Christian, not to @y 
\Christiaa divine, Can pegmit himselfio talk so 
jwildy. Follow up thif’mode of arguing, and 
see whither it will conduct you. According to 
the objection, it is only a woman’s sister whom @ 
man may Dot marry during the life of his wife. 
* Tben [ infer,” gries another, “thet Ll may 
marry any otherwoman!’? This would make 
the law a direct permission of polygamy, and 
that, in defiance of its very letter! ‘Beside 
the other,’’ excludes an additional wife, wheth- 
erebe be literally a ‘siger,’ or not. For,leta man 
marty Waem he will, ff be ve married already 
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Be .k>s a wife ‘besides the other.” The phras¢ 
@oxy is remarkable in another view; It evidently, 
‘supposes that a man has but one wife, as he is for- 
Didden to marry her sister. Not ‘others’=-not 
‘wives to their sisters;’ but ‘the other’~her sister, 
in the singular, is the language of the law. tis 
humiliating to find men so wedded to a favourite 
opinion and indulgence on this point, as to con- 
tend that the Jews were permitted to have a plur- 
ality of wives; and to quote David and Solomon 
against us, when the example of both these prin- 
ces, in the affair before us, contravened a positive 
command*. Yes, we are told that God allowed 
his peculiar people, by a written provision of his 
law, to trample upon his own prireitive institution 
of marriage; and to destroy, if possible, the balance 
of population between the sexes, by marrying as 
many wives as caprice or lust, as vanity or wealth, 
might dictate! And that he subjected this licence 
to no other controul, than, what in such circum- 
stances would be, the whimsical anc frivolous one, 
of not marrying a ‘wife’s sister.” Any body else, 
without limit !! ’ 

Look, next, at the reason of the law. It will 
vex your wife. But why, I pray, should her sister 
be singled out as the most oifensive co-partner tn 
her husband's affections’? Sure I am, that the rea- 
sonings employed to prove the general fitness of 
marrying a deceased wife’s sister, tend also to 
prove that she would, of all women, be the mos! 
suitable, or the least exceptionable associate of « 
living sister, in other words, they tend to prove 
tha: God has assigned a foolish reason for exciud 
ing two sisters from a joint property in one hus- 
band. 

But the whole of this objection is founded upon 
a mistake. However our translation sounds, 
there is not a syllable in the passage about mar- 
rying a wife’s sister, more than about marrying 
any other woman. The expressions, ‘a woman to 
her sister,’ and ‘a man to his brother,’ are Hebra- 
isins ofexactly the same import with ‘one to ano 
ther.* For example: In the treaty with Abime 
lech and Isaac, our English version has it, ‘they 
sware one to another.” Gen. xxvi. 5]. In the origi- 
nal it is, ‘they sware, a man to his brother.’ I» 
the account given by Moses of the structure 
of the tabernacle, an order relative to the 
curtains runs thus: “the five curtains shall 
be coupled together, one to another.” Exod. 
xxv. 3. The original is ‘a woman to her sister.’ 
The phrase is exactly the same in the passage ip 
Leviticus, and ought to have been rendered 
in the same manner; viz. ‘Neither shalt 
thou take one woman to another,’ (or one wife to 
another,) ‘to vex her, beside the other, io her life 
time” The text has nothing to do with the mar 
riage of a wife’s sister. Itis a clear, simple, and 
a)solute prohibition of polygamy; and it is the 
only one in the Mosaic jaw. The inference 
drawn from it in favour of such a marriage, 
rests upon g blunder growing out of the sound of 
two words ina faulty version. No scholar, when 
not off his guard, can possibly commit it; and as 
to those who comfort themeelves in their want, or 
their hatred, of human learning—why, they may 
be absurd in their own way. 

If it be asked, why the common versions of the 
dible, in different modern languages, render the 
original “a wife to her sister,’ the answer is obvi- 
ous. The Protestant translators made conscience 
of adhering as closely to the very phraseology of 
the original as could be done without destroying 
the sense: and asno Protestant Church admitted 
the lawfulness of marrying a wife’s sister, or sup- 
posed it to be a matter of doubt, the translators 
never dreamed that the passage in question would 
ever have been perverted to tbe support of such 
an error. 

My conclusion on the whole argument is, that 
the marriage of a deceased wife’s sister is unequi- 
vocally incestuous; c:nnot become lawful by an 
act of man; and is one of those crimes which in- 
fallibly draw down the judgments of God upon 
the nation which tolerates them. 1 own, that] 
tremble, when I look at the progress of this ‘abo 
mination’ in our land. If incestis not disreputa- 
ble in one case, it will gradually cease to be so in 
others; and we must lay our account avith finding 
ad Itery zlso to be treated as a bag itelle.” What 
reason is there to hope that sooner or later the 
curse of God will not overtake these urhallowed 
mixtures? 

NOTE —The foregoing strictures were origi- 
nally written in a letter toa friend, which will ac- 
count for the turn of several expressions. 


* Neither shall he,’ (your king,) ‘multiply wires to him- 
self? Deut. xvii. 17, Lt would be quite as rational to prove 
that pertness is good sense--vulgar rudeness toa venerable 
tuinister of the Gospe!.good manners-and pettifegging cavil, 
good logic-by quoting the ‘Free remarks on Dr. B. Trumbull’s 
appeal to the public,’ Sc. by a‘rree THINKER.’ The remarks, 
it must be owned, are ‘free’ enough; the ‘thinking’ part of 
he business is yet to be done. 
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The Rev. Henry 2B. Bascom, of the Methodis: E 
piscopal Church, is expected to preach on Christ- 
mas Eve, in the First Presbyterian Church of this 
city. 

RELIGIOUS MESSENGER. 

‘The Editor of the Religious Messenger seems 
disposed to continue t ontrovery with us upor 
the subjects of Camp Meetings and Lay Preaching; 
but we find little in his additional observations 
that requires particular notice. His classing the 
Editor of this paper with Herod, who slew the 
young children of Bethlehem; with the Jews, who 
rejected the miracles of our Lord; and with the 
Pharisees, who said of Christ,““He casteth out 
devils through Beelzebub,”is such an indication of 
¢andour and liberality as cannot tail tobe duly ap- 
preciated by intelligent readers. And the con- 
Straction he puts upon our expressions shows how 
far be is possessed of that charity which “thinketh 





The Messenger seems to have mistaken the 
point at issue; and hence he exhausts his strength 
beating the air! He has assumed a hostile attitude, 
and assailed us under the groundless impression, 
that we have passed an unqualified sentence of 
condemnation upon camp meetings in every cir- 
cumstance, and, in condemning them, have set 
ourselves in opposition to all vital, experimental 
religion, (as if this were inseparable from those 
meetings) and consequently deserve to be ranked 
with the most virulent persecutors of Christ & his 
disciples! Yet the point in dispute is no# whether 
camp meetings are /awful, in themselves consider- 
ed; for this wenever denied: but the question is 
whether, in present circumstances, they are exfe- 
dient. This he has affirmed, and we have denied. 
Almost the only argument he has advanced is the 
good effects of those meetings. Yet this, howe- 
ver plausible, will not prove their expediency, un- 
less it can be proved that they are productive of 
more spiritual good, nd attended with less moral 
evil, than other religious meetings. This he cer 
tainly is unable to prove. Notwithstanding, he 
seems to think bis argument quite conclusive and 
invincible, and with great self-preference and self- 
complacency, in reference to the love of vital piety, 
evidently viewing the Recorder as one of the Jsh- 
maelites, he says, “The question now between the 
editor of the Recorder and us is, whether convic- 
tions--the blessings of justitication and sanctitica- 
tion as professed by the Methodists and Evangeli- 
cal Presbyterians, be indeed Spiritual and Divine 
blessings at all, or mere delusious of the imagina 
tion--human feelings not to be classed among the 
effects of the saving influence of the Divine Spirit!” 
This, like many other assertions of the Messenger, 
1s not supported by a shadow of evidence. r ur 
nearly twelve years, we have conducted a religious 
journal, and, for a much longer period, have ex: 
pressed our sentiments freely, both in public and 
private, upon religious sujecis; and are not con: 
scious of having ever written or uttered a sentence 
which caa be fuirly construed into a doubt of the 
reality of the saving influences and blessed fruits 
of the Spirit of grace. On the contrary, we const 
der these as some of the most important and pre: 
cious truths of the Bible, and feel our obligations to 
deciare and defen@hem to our latest breaih. Bui 
while we unequivocally maiutain the solemn reali 
ty, and the absolute necessity of evangelical con 
victions, regeneration, justification through the 
merits of Christ, sanctification by the Holy Spirit, 
unfeigned repentance towards God, and a living 
faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ, we do beileve 
that there is a possibility and great dunger of m 
being deceived, by satan and their owe hearts, in 
reference to their actual interest in the blessings 
of the kingdom of God. And that many profess 
ors of religion are deceived, or “have no root in 
them,” is evident from the fact, that their gooduess 
proves “like the morning cloud and early dew.”— 
But we do not believe that delusions are confined to 
professors of any one denomination: there are de- 
luded persons,we have reason to apprehend,attach- 
ed to all denominations. Therefore all should bring 
their experience and conduc: to the infallible test 
of the discriminating word of God, and ministers, 
in their preaching, ought to distinguish carefully 
between genuine and spurious religious affections, 
and between a gracious change of heart and a par- 
tial or mere external reformation. 

We may, perhaps, be unable to understand the 
re marks ofthe Messenger upon the subject of Lay 
preaching. He says,**We (the Methodists) re 
cognize no such individual ip our church, either 
asa preacher or exborter. Every official member 
among us must be licensed and approved. His 
qualifications must be such as to edify some 
branch of the visivle church.’ This statement we 
helieve to be correct, and the regulation here re- 
ferred to is creditable to the Methodists, and con- 
tributes to preserve the unity, as well ax promote 
the edification of their church: but it is difficult to 
conceive how the Messenger can reconcile his 
zeal for lay-preaching with the wise principle ad- 
opted and acted on by his own denomination. In 
blaming us for “demurring against lay-preaching” 
he reproaches his Methodist brethren, who;have as 
strongly as we “demurred against’ the same thing 
by refusing to acknowledge any such class of men 
in their church as lay-preacuers or exhorters. And 
he seems to overlook the danger of countenancing 
self-created of unlicensed public teachers, who 
may be ignorant, vain, assuming, self-sufficient, 
schismatic, heretical, or immoral; and may, by 
their disorderly proceedings, rend the church to 
pieces, causing her to bleed at every pore, and 
thus do inconceivably more mischief than they 
ever have done good. Presbyterians do not coun- 
tenance unauthorized preachers or public exhort- 
ers, as the Messenger insinuates; or if any do so, 
hey violate the established ord:rof the church. 

Phe Editor of the Messenger, speaking of the 
Recorder, says, “Let us examine what has been 
the result of the doctrines, practices and usages, of 
his own denomination. ‘It is unnecessary to 


say more than mierciy to point to Geneva, Scot- 











no evil.” 


land, the north of Ireland and New-England 
Pnis is a delicate subject. Arminianism has been 
xcluded elmost entirely from thase regions. Ar- 
iauism, Socinianism, and Unitarianism abounds 
there.”"—flere the Messenger insinuates that the 
locirines, practices and usages of the Geneva Ke- 
former, aad Presbyteriass ia general, lead to the 
most destructive errors. Hisargumen', on this 
point, lige those on most others, which he has ad- 
vanced,is utterly unsound and inconclusive. Itis 
tatally ancredibdie that the doctrines taught by Cal 
vin should lead to those false and pernicious sys- 
tems which be considers as their legitimate result 
wher it is a well known and undeniable fact, that 
Arianism, Socinianism, .Unitarianism, Pelegian- 
ism, Shakerism, and « samber of other isms, which 
we forbear to mention, however they may differ 
from each other,harmonious/y unite in expressions 
of enmity against the doctrines of the Geneva Re- 
former, and ia passing upon those doctrines an 
unequivocal senience of condemnation. And it is 
s remarkable as it is true, that the objections 
which they raise against those doctrines are pri- 
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cisely the same as the objections which were ad- 
vanced of old by the enemics of the truth against 
the doctrimes of the Apostle Paul, and which were 
answered by him in hie Epistle te the Romans. 

If the Messenger is correct as to the prevalence 
of soul-destroying errors in places where the Pres- 
byterian was the principal religious denomination, 
and if this fact proves the erroneousness and evil 
tendency of Presbyterian “doctrines, practices and 
usages,” it will be easy to prove by the same spe- 
cies of afgument the erroneousness and evil ten 
dency of the “doctrines, practices and usages” of 
the prophets and apostles and even the Lurd Jesus 
Christ himself, because these things in the East 
were succeeded by various “damnable heresies,” 
and afterwards by Mahomedan delusions, «s ruin- 
ous to the souls of men as “Arianism, Socinianism 
or Unitarianism.” Surely, by such sophistical 
reasoning the Messenger is grossly insulting the 
understanding of his intelligent Methodist as_ well 
as Presbyterian readers. 

If our readers say there has been enough upon 
these points, we sha!!l noi wantonly trespass upon 
their patience; for we have not solicited nor desired 
this controversy. 


aE 
SANDWICH ISLANDS —O,uve. 
Extract from ajoint Letter of the Missionaries, da. 
ted March 10, \826 

GENERAL PROSIVERIVY OF THE MISSION. 
Much we are persuaded has heen gained, though 
far less than you or your missionaries could wish. 
Could you, however, see more than twenty thou- 
sand of the islanders under the influence of Chris- 
tian instruction,from books in their own language, 
and from the pulpit; and as many hundreds main- 
taining the duties of fainily and private devotion; 
and many individuals, among whom are the most 
disiinguished persons of the nation, giving pleas- 
ing evidence of a radical change of heart, and a fit- 
ness for the fellowship of the churches;-you would 
not, we are persuaded, for a moment, think your 
operations here had been entirely in vain, even if 
nothing more were to be achieved. For your en- 
couragement, you will allow usto refer you to the 
operations of your printing press here, as an index 
of what is in prospect for the 130,000 inhabitants 
to the islands. 
ee’ There were issued during the year 1825,or about 
be to issued at the close of that year, publications 
as follows:— 

fracis of 4 pages, 

Tracts ofs “ 

Tracts of 60 “ 


9,900 copies 39,600 pages. 
53,500 * 428,000 * 
15,000 “ 900,000 “ 

etahal sch 
78,400 1,367,60 

A large portion of these tracts were distributed 
during the year. Of the Tract No, 1, of 8 pages 
containing elementary lessons for spelling & read- 
ing with select passages of Scrip ure, 41,000 co- 
pies were dispersed through nearly the whole ex- 
tent of the islands. 

Most of the brethren, whose engagements wili 
allow of it, are endeavouring to urge on the work 
of translating the Scriptures, and will shortly give 
ample employment for the expected new press, & 
meet the wishes of many thousands of the people, 
who teem to be hungering and thirsting for the 
word of God. go» 


PALESTINE MISSION. 

In one of our late numbers we published a let- 
ter from Asaab, a youog Arab 10 the schoo! un- 
der the direction of the American Missionaries 
at Palestine. We published, also, some extracts 
from the journals of Messrs. Goodell and Bird, 
from which it appeared that Asaad was persecut 
ed andimprisoned. From subsequent le.ters 
we learn that there are two persons of the same 
oame. Asaad Shidiak is the oldest and now in 
confiaement: Asaad Jacob, the writer of the fol 
lowing letter, is a lad about 13 years old. 

Rel Int. 


; Beyroot, July 29, 1826. 

My dear friend,—I wrote to you a wontn ago 
about myself; 1 write to you vow about (he school 
in Beyroot. The school is very geod, and there 
are good many scholars; the most of them are 
Greek, some Mussulmans, some Jews. 1 thank 
you much about this; because the scholars did 
not kuow noting, worto read nor to write; now 
they know to read, and to wrile,and they know 
who made the world, and in how many days, & 
what He did inthe Sabbath day; and they know 
who was Moses, and'who was our Lord Jesu; 
Christ, and who were the Apostles, and who 
baptized our Lord Jesus Cirist, aud when he 
died, and how He died, and why He died, and 
after how many days He arose; and they kaow 
where goes the bad man, when he dies, and 
where the good man goes when he dies. And I 
hope they will be Christians from your charity, 


He sa‘d, the Gospel is given for the pr oss 
alone.” [ asked him agaio for to give me it.— 
He said, ‘‘are you foolisi? doyou not understand 
me?’? and he did aot give me it; therefore pray 
for the: to let the people read the Gospel. Oh! 
pray forthem! Oh! pray for the Patriark, be- 
cause he put one in prison, and bound him with 
chains, and beat bim much, and perhaps he will 
kill him, because he loves the Gospel, and reads 
it, awd he don’t believe the Pope is the head of 
the Church, and he don’t believe in the Saints, 
and don’t worship them, end he loves to preach 
the Gospel; and his name is Asaad Shidiak.— 
On! pray to Ged to save him from the hand of 
the Patriark for to preach tue Gospel; aed pray 
for the Patrierk to become Christian like Paul; 
because Paul was persecuting twe Christian, aod 
thea becane Christin. 
lam your unkoown friend, 
Asaap Jacos. 


Extracts pf a letter from Mr. Goodell, respect- 
ig the schuol, dated 
! 


/ Bevnoor, Jan. 17, 1826, 

Dear sister in Chrisit,—in the came of our 
Missionary circle, | reply to yours of April 9, 
1525,which came duly to hand the 5:h of Octo- 
jollowing. We give thanks to the great Lord of 
all, tuat your efforts & free will offerings in beha f 
of the Arab school were made with so much 
cveerfuiness; “vot grudgingly, or of necessity, 
pucof a willhog wiad,” with gratitude for ano- 
ther occasion of shewiag your lovee Paris, and 
your zeal in bis cause. Preseut our Chrisiian sa- 
lutations to those dear frieods, woo ¢outribuied 
of their substance for is support. We trust, (nat 
they wil be favoured witu many such opporiu- 
nities of serving b-ir Redeemer here below, that 
their consolations by Christ may also aboucd, 
aud that “their joy may be full.” 

It is now nearly a year aud a half; siace I first 
wrote to yourespectingthe school Then it con- 
sisted, | think, ot but thirty regular scholars; 
now it consists of eighty five, aud during the last 
ten months has occasionally consisted oi ninety. 
Then it had one teacher; uow it hastwo. Thea 
it embraced none except those who were of the 
Greek church; now it numbers 7 Mussulmaa 
boys, aud as many Maronite. About thattim-, 
ii bad so much to encounter from the ignorance, 
prejudice, superstition aad craftof mea, that it 
became diminished in numbers, and was threae 
tened with entre extinction; but, for nearly a 
year, it has met with but little opposition, aud 
has prospered. Then it stood alone, the object 
of envy or derision among the Aravs,and of nope, 
fear, and anxiety in our own bosoms; ouw it is 
ihe parent of several others, that stand up with 
it before the worid, and share our prayers. 

This school is exceedingly vearto us. Tnough 
it is next door to the Greek church, and of course 
under the immediate eye of the priesthood, yet 
fis under our own direction, aud the Buole is 
the only school book It 18 very pleasant to see 
80 many imiortal beings, w .o bave jus: com- 
menced ther existence, brought withio the iflu- 
euce of God’s word, and of Christian \nstruction. 


Mé is pleasant to hear them read, recite their 


Scripture lessous, and answer the questions pro- 
posed to them, in many insiances with so much 
promptnegs, as to ex:or. the confession from 
the aged bystande:, **that boy kuows more thag 
I ” 


Many of the children are lively, interesting, & 


prowmisiog. A few tave attended to Grammar, 
and a few are learuing fAalian, Io writug end 
spelling, the sc.o0l wouid uot provabdly sink io 
cow parieon with the generality of the schools ia 
New Evglaud, butio reading itis much inferior. 
The manner of reading in this country, and eg 
pecially of reading the Scriptures is very faulty. 
He tbat reads, vor he that hears the word of God, 


does not otieu appear to thiak of understanding. 


it. And when you are informed, that in some 
of the churches, the priests are obliged to read 
aloud ali the 150 Psalms of David every day ia 
the church, whether any pereons are present to 
bear or not, you will not be so much surprised 
to jearo, that even the priests themselves, too {re- 
quently read the Scriptures, as children count, 
when they are irying to see who will count most 
at a breath, 

As the school has increased in numbers, go ale 
80 has it in expecee; and, instead ot fifty dollars 
a year, will require for its sepport not less than 
abundred. But, as it has two instructors, and 
is large enough fortwo schools, you need aot 





Oh! I thank you about tbis very much. I tell 
you, Lread with Mr. Goodell every night in the 
Gospel. Many come, and read wit! us, aad think 
about the true religion. Ou! pray for them. On} 
the Sabbath day, many come, and read wi.li us. 
Some of them are Gieck, some Greek Cataalics, | 
some Marouies, some Armenians,some’ Mussul- 
minha, SO.ne Jews. Lam with Mr Goodell in his! 
house, | learned the Engtish andthe Malan! 
with Mr. Goodell and Mr. Bird. Lknow vow in| 
Greek, and Eaglish, and Italian, and Arabic, &| 
ia this day J begin to leara tie Turkish. FE thank! 
you to pray for me, and remember me io your! 
prayer. | thaak you togead we your letters, and 
your good books. | write to you my name iu 4 
languages, which I learned, kihank you to pray 
for the priests im this country, because some from 
the priests don’t let the people read the Gospel. 

tell you what the priest told me, when I asked 
him for to give me the Gospel for to read a chap 
ter inJohn. He said, “no; the Gospel is not fo: 
every one, but for gthe priests alone.” 1 told 
him, “the Gospel says, Search the Srriptures.”’ 








teel obliged to raise more than fity dollars aa 
dually, uniess you are convinced, that you are 
not doing so much as you ought to do, and the 
love of Christ constrains you to do more. Ifthe 
children of your Sabvath schools contribu'e for 
its support, it will become doubly interesting to 


}as, aud we shall feel, that ‘out of the mouth of 


babes and suckjiogs,’’ the Saviour is emphatical- 
ly saying tous, “Feed my lambs. O pray for 
us, that@e may lodecd feed them with kaowledge 
and uoderstauding, and that we may daily catty 
them ia the arms of taith to Him, who conde 
sceuded to take children in his arms and bless 
them, and who said, **Suffer littie enildrea 
cowe unto ine, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdum of heaven. And remember i® 
your prayers these precious liitle immortals.— 
Shall they after all be only vessels of wrath fit- 
ted for destruction; and the knowledge they are 
acquiring, and the privileges they are enjoyiag 
be only bitterness at the latter end, aad ao i 
crease ef their wo forever? o& 
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nN ARGUMEME FOR SUBMISSION. 
S fond father wasin great distressfor a favour- 
iid, whom he appreheaded to be dying in 
nfancy- Several of his friends endeavoured 
suage his grief, but he refused to be comfort 
: length the minister on whom he attended, 
{to pray with him; snd desired him to com- 
his mind, and give up hts favourite son to 
jirine disposal, since there was no probable 
of his recovery. fle replied,“I cannot give 
ups and it is my importunate requeste 
God would spare this child to me, whatever 
be the consequence.” He had his desire: the 
4 recovered, and grew up, if possible, more & 
his darling; but he lived to be a thorn in his 
and to pierce his heart with many sorrows; 
just as he came to years of maturity, he robb- 
is excellent master, whom before he had of- 
injured. He was seized by the hand of justice; 
d, condemned, and died one of the most bar- 
é wretches that ever weat outof life in that 
minious manner. Upon the fatal day of exe- 
jou, the mournful futher was made to remem- 
his former rash petition with grief and tears; 
,humbled in the dust, cuntessed his folly and 
sin. May’s Sermons. 
DEFERRED ARTICLES. 
iles of Paris papers to the 26th,and Havre to the 27th of 
aber bave been received at New York. They state that 
iand bas shown herself strougly in favour of the Greeks. 
Stratford Canning has prescuted to the Porte,a note 
tten in a decided tone, io which he signified that it was 
viutely necessary that Turkey should recogaize the 
opendence of Greece. The reply was unfavourable— 
Turks requesting him to meddie po more with that &5 
t If this statement be true, it speaks much in favour 
Eogland. Such a voble and spirited measure will great- 
sid the cause of that suffering and abused people. Itis 
cause of civilization aud humanity. 


the Emperor of Russia, itis stated, published a forma! 
jaration of war against Pers: ,on the 28th of September; 
a battle had previously oceurred on the 2d,in which the 

er were ticiorious. The Russian force was 10,000.— 
¢ loss of the Persians, 1000. The alleged cause of hos- 
ties, is the treachery of the Persian Court. 

Aletter from an American gentleman at Paris, received 

Boston, states, that the news of the death of Adams and 

fferson, produced much effect upon our couatrymeno in 

4! capital, and the friends of liberty in general. Lafay- 

te, the friend, in youth and in age, of these venerable pa- 

jots, shed tears when the news was ead to him. 

The letter from Paris, dated October 20, published in the 

ow York Commercial Advertiser, contains the following 

sice of the Heir Apparent to the Throne of France: 

The Due de Bordeanx was yesterday transferred from 

be keeping of the women tothat ofthe men, Yesterday, 

spassing the Palace, {saw his carriages standing before 
entrance of bis mother’s apartments. In a few minutes, 
made his appearance, and the train came within ‘twenty 
tofme He wasioa coach and six, and followed by 
pother with four horses. A body of lancers preceded him, 

d footmen followed. As he passed the crowd who waited 
his app@oach, the little fellow pulled off his hat witha very 

vod grace, and was greeted with much guod naturein re- 
wen, thoagh without acclamation. He is a pale-faced, 

ndersized child of his years, with small features, but a 

lively eye. 1 should think the chance of the Duc de Chartres 
9 the crown by no means trifling. You know the females 
re excluded from the throne in this gallant country, where 
they are made to perform half the other ordinary occupa- 
tions of the men.” 

We congratulate classical scholars ona discovery bein 
made, as scated in the Brussels papers, of a great desidera- 
tum—a ‘hielus valde deflendyus’ in literature. If the state- 
ment be true it is of the highest possible interest to the his- 
torian, and to literature in general Itis asserted that the 
learned Abbe Rosch, who is employed in the li- 
brary there, has discovered, in a Capuchin Convent 
fifteen of the lost books of Livy, which have been missed 
for many hundred years To the scholar, this discovery 
will scarcely rank beneath that of the philosopher’s tone to 
the alchemist. Londan Paper. 


A New York paper says that forty cases of small pox have 
appeared on Staten Island, and about one third of the per- 
sons afflicted with that loathsome disease died. 


(179 ) 








Ohio.— The Legislature of O'sio assembled 
at Columbus oo the 4th inst. Mr. Shepherd 
ry elected Speaker of the Senate, and Mr. 
Collins, Clerk. In the House, Mr. Higgins 
was elected Speaker pro tem. and Mr. Ever- 
et, Clerk. On the 6th, Governor Morrow 
jaid oefore both Houses a message which 
is a plaia and sensible document, character- 
istic of his style. A bill is before the House 
for reducing the pay of the members from 
three to two dollars per day. 


The Legislature of Kentucky commenced 
ity sittings at Fraokfurt on Monday the 4th 
inst. The Senate was called to order by the 
Lieut. Governor. Mr. James Stonestreet 
was elected clerk, and Benj. Polard assis 
tant. Inthe House, Geo. Robinson was re- 
elected Speaker, aud R.S. Todd, Clerk. In 
the afternoun the Goveroor’s Message was 
read. 


The Pennsylvania Legislature met at Harris- 
burgh on the Sth iost. Mr Kitner was unani- 
monsly re-elected Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, F. R. Shunk, Clerk, James 
Smith, sergeant-at-arms, and Thomas ‘Val 
lace,door-keeper. The Senate elected John 
De Pui Clerk, William Shannon, sergeant-at 
arms, and Robert Dickey. door- keeper — 
The message of Governor Shulze wae trans- 
mitted to the Legistature by the ‘secretary of 
the Commonwealth on the 6th.--On motion 
of Mr. Denny, of this county, a committee 
was appointed on the part of the House to 
confer with a committee of the Senate rela- 
tive to the appointment of a Chaplain to the 
Assembly. 
Mr. W. B. Foster presented a peti- 
tion from citizens of Pit:sburgh,for the 
passage of a law to prevent impositions 
in the sale of tobacco. Referred to 
Messrs Foster, Duncan, and J. Ste- 
vens, 
On motion of Mr. W B. Foster, a 
bill relative to to the education of the 
poor in the city of Pittsbargh, was re- 
ferred to the members from Allegheny 
aod Butler counties 
On motion of Mr, Beatty, a bill re 
lative to the Butler and Kittanning 
turopike, was referred. to Messrs 
Beatty, Lawaon and Rankin, 

Frivay, Dec. 8. 
Mr W B. Foster presented bill No. 
23, An act to prevent fraud in the sale 
of manufactured tobacco. Read and 
made the order for Friday 15th 
inst, 
*Mr J. R.C. Smith offered the fol- 
lowing viz. 
Resolved, That a committee on the 
division of counties and the formation 
of new counties, be added to the staa- 
ding committees- Laid on the table. 
Mr Ellis moved the following Re- 
solved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency ofalaw, compelling an annu 
al statement by the Prothonotaries of 
this commonwealth, of the number of 
suits and prosecutions commenced at 
issue and determined, and such other 
information concerning the actual op- 
eration of courts, as they my deem 
proper, and for the annual communica- 
tion of the sameto the legislature, 
which was read twice and adopted- 
December 11.--"‘O0 Thursday, Mr. Farrel 
presented to the house of representatives, 
a petition for a repeal of the collateral in 
heritance act. He stated that many more 
would be forthcoming This is the beginning 


of strife. 
On Friday, a motion of Mr. Kerr respect- 





Fo SALE, (all that will be offered in Pittsburgh this sea- 
son)afew dozen of the CHRISTIAN ALMANAC, for the 
year 1827, at 50 cents per dozen. 
ROBERT PATTERSON, Agt. 
Corner of Market Street & the Diamond 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 5, 1826.--3u 


Mittsburgh: 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1826. 

















United States’ Senator.—-We learn from Harrisburgh, that 
the election for United States’ Senator was held on Tues- 
day last. J D. Barnard was elecied on the second baliot.— 
The votes given were as follows: 

First Ballot.—For 1. D. Barnard 55, &. D. Ingham 33 
George B. Potter 3, Aiexander Mation 5, Thomas Sergeant 
a Buchanan 10, Joseph Hemphill 11, Williaa Find- 
ley 10, 








Second Ballot.—1. D. Barnard, 108, S. D. Ingham 11, 
Jamas Buchanan 3, James Hemphill 5 


The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Convention adjourned on the 
Sth wet. at six o'clock, P. M. after a session of four days.-- 
The National tntelligencer remarks that the peifect order 
which characterized the proceedivgs of this spoutaueous 
@ssembioge of delegated citizens, their marked decorum 
towards cach other, the distinguished talents of sume of the 
doembere, aod ihe general ability of their debates, rendera 
the sittings of this body interesting and impressive. The 
foliowing are sume of the most important resoiulio.s whic 
were adopved by the Convention: 

‘Resolved, Phat an extension of the Chesopcake and Oi.io 
Canal to Lake Erie at such points and by such routs, ether 
in Pennysivania or Ohio as sbali b@ considered most advan- 
fageous to the country, or to iulersert the Ohio Canal, it 
deemed more expedient, is within the views aud contem 
plation of the friends of Internal Improvement, ond there 
fore enutied to the favaygrable consideration ol this Conven 
ton.” 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be, anv! 
he is hereby requested to cause, under the actof 30in Apr 
1824, surveys and estimates to be made on the sere. 
routes embraced within the forgoing resulution ” 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to cause a survey to be wade from the mouth « 

, te Kiskiminetas river to the harbour of Presque Isle, ¢ 

| Lake Erie, by way of the Allegheny river and Frenc 

, €reck, with a view to ascertain the practicability of a caus 
between these ports, and alsoa route from the Obio rive 
at the mouth of big Beaver, by way of Little Beaver, to i- 
tersect the Ohio Canal near the mouth of Sandy.” 


DIED, 
@n Thursday last, Mr. “frchibald Henderson, of this city. 
“on Saturdgy lagt, Mr. John Jackson, ohandier, of this city 


ing a new county out of Westmoreiand,Fay- 
ette, Washington and Allegheny, and which 
Mr. Irwin (who is opposed to the cutting up 
of these counties) moved to refer to the 
members ftom those counties, was so refer- 
red by avote to 48to 43. This looks unfa- 
vourable fer new counties.” 


=== 
Jobn Randolph arrived on the Sth inst. at 
New York from Liverpoo. 


CONGRESS. A 
Senate —The bill to establish an uniform 
system of Bankruptey throughout the United 
Siates wus read the second ume, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr Hayne, was referred to a Select 
Committee. 
On Fsiday the 9th inst. the Rev. Mr. Ry- 
iand was elected Chaplain 
House.--Dec. 5—7.—6000 copies of the 
President’s message with the accompanying 
documents, were ordered to be printed. 
On Wednesday the various subjects in the 
Presideut’s Message were, ob motion of Mr. 
Lathrop, of Masssachusetts, referred to va- 
rious Standing and Select Committees. Mr. 
Little, of Maryland, laid on the table @ re- 
solutiou op the subject of the apportionment 
of representation under the fifth enumeration 
of the Usted State 
On Thursday, the Rev. Me. Post was elect- 
ed Chaplain. A numer of petitions were 
presented, a variety of reso!ntions were sub- 
mitted and referred mostiy on the subject of 
Mr. rearce pre- 
seoted one, referring it to the Committee on 
Manufactures, to inquire into the expedien- 
ey of inereasiag ‘ne duty on imported wool 
Va motion of Mr. Cook, the subject of class- 
nagthe Pubhhe Lands preparatory to a a sale, 
ind of extinguishing the debt due for Pub- 
hic Lanis was reterred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. The subject of an appropria- 
ion (9 com; létey the road from Memphis to 
Jittle Rock, was alsu referred to the Com- 
nittee on Roads aud Canals, on motion of 
Mr. Conway. 


rest Coules wad pensious 


—_——— 


Remains of Com. Perry —The United States 
Sioop of W ac Lexington,Capt =kubrick, ar- 
ived at Newport, &. | on Monday, the 17th 
alt in 22 days from Trinidad, with the re- 
nains of the lamented and gallant Perry.— 
Avery re:peet was shown by Sir Ralph Wood. 
ard, Governor of the Islaod, both for our 

»verninent and the memory of the departed 
ero. The ceremonies of re-interment were 
w rformed at Newport on Monday last. Mi- 
ule guns were fired as the barge proceeded 

»m the ship to the wharf, and on landing 


to the grave by four white horses appropri- 
ately ornamented with waviog plumes. An 

pr mapa! the re- 
mains from the wharf tothe common Purial 
Ground, where the funeral service of the 
Episcopal Church was read by the Rev. Mr. 
heaton, and a volley discharged over the 
grave ofthe deceased. The usual expres- 
sions of public grief--plaintive music, the 
tolling of belis, and the discharge of cannon 
at regular intervais,--were coutinued during 
the whole movement of the procession. At 
Providence, minute guns were tired from) ito 
12 o'clock of the same day, the bvells were 
tolled, and colours displayed by the ship- 
ping at half mast. 





Georgia.—-Milledgeville, Nov. 24.—In the 
Senate, yesterday, the following resolutions 
were read and adopted: 

‘Resolved, That the committee on the state 
of the repudlic, be ustructed to inquire int 
the expediency of framing a complaint to 
the housz of representatives vf the Uartel 
States against the President, for nut reuwy- 
ing the colonel Joho Crowell, the agent for 
the nation, he having been sootten solicited 
to do so by the Legislature of the State. 
‘And be it further resolved, That the game 
committee be imsiructed tu inquire into we 
expediency of framing a complaint to the 
house of representatives of the Uuited States 
against the President, for not arresting and 
trying general Gaines, for the repeated in- 
sults offered to the authorities of Georgia, 
although tne President admitted the iisulbs 
to haye been offered by geueral Gaines.” 


The Postmaster General has directed the 
Mail to be carried daily (Sundays excepted) 
between Baltunore and Harrisourgh, during 
the session of Congress and of the Peuusy!- 
vania Legislature. 


—— 


Governor’s Message. 


From the Pennsylvayia Inteliigencer, 
Extra, Dec. 6th, 1826, 
On Wednesday at 12 o’elock, the Governor 


trausmitted, by the S-eretary of the Common. 


wealth, the follow ing 
MESSAGE. 

Fertow-crrizens,—The year which 
is uouc to close has been to our coun 
try, inmany respects, an eventful 
one, The jubilee of cur indepen- 
dence was marked by events which 
aave arrested the attention of the 
civilized world. On that memorable 
day, died two of the most eminent 
menof ourcountry. How abundant 
f reflection! How full of instruc- 
uuon! How. pregnant with example 
are the lives, and the deaths of those 
founders of the republic. Who can 
reflect upon them without being ben 
efited? Let these events make us cher- 
ish more dearly than ever, the rem- 
aant of our revoluiionary statesmen 
and. suldiers; and by all just and hon- 
st means manifest our gratitude lui 
their services, by making their latter 
days comfortable and happy. 
Some of the wisest and best men 
>four nation have been Galled upon, 
and have cheerfully poured forth tri- 
butes of praise and grateful respeci 
to the memory of the author of the 
declaration of independence, and of 
its ablest advocate. the people have 
assembled together, in almost every 
district, to hearof the sayings and 
doings of those illustrious men, Eve- 
ry eye has rested on, and every ear 
been open to, the orators whe have 
stood forth to do justice tu the migh- 
ty dead. Our printing presses have 
groaned under the weight of thou- 
sands of eulogiums; yet the peopie 
still hunger and thirst after all waich 
may yet be said of our truly ilusiri- 
ous and beloved countrymen. LPhes 
are good feelings arising out of good 
principles and good deeds. there 
is no nation—there bever has beena 
nation, that would not have been 
proud of such sons as Zonas Jeffer- 
son & John Adame. ihey are em- 
bodied in the mind’s eye of the na- 
tioos; and their deaths, on the eve: 
memorable jubilee of independence, 
has hallowed their memories in th: 
hearts of the people. Lhere may be 
those who think, that in paying this 
humble tribute to the memory ol 
Adams and of Jefferson, 1 have not 
strictly kept within the lioe of thai 
duty which the constitution pre- 
scribesto the chief magistrate—it 
may be so,to such I would say, that 
the privilege thus reverently to bow 
down before the tombs of the illustri- 
ous dead, and pay homage of my 
highest consideration, however iy 
may be envied, woulc surely vot be 
denied, by any who venersic the 
nemory of these who in tins of per- 
iland danger, dared,in the 1 
embattled thousands to sign tie char 
ter of our independence. 

We meet, fellow citizens, 
many circumstances of felicitatiog. 
Peace and plenty dweil within ous 
Che blessings of religious 
toleration, af political and civil libere 
ly are ours; more abundantly are they 
shed upon us, than upon any people 
upon the earth. Persecutson for o- 
pinion, even in its mildest form, is 
not known among us. We, more than 
any nation onthe globe, have cause 
to lift up our hands, and our voices, 
and our hearts to the Giver of every 
good and every perfect gift, for th 
fullness with which he pours upon us 
all the good things which we are a. 
ble to enjoy and appreciate. While 
fellow citizens, itis our more imme- 


ice ul 


under 


borders. 





sue corpse, it was placed in a large and mag- 
nificent car, hung with mourning, and drawn 





diate duty to watch over our partic- 
ular,commonwealth, and promote ite 


prosperity and happiness, we cannot 
be indifferent to, or unubservant spec- 
tators of, the proceedings of the gen- 
eral government, of the vigilance with 
which it keeps watch over the gen- 
eral weal, aud the fostering care with 
which itevery where protects the 
rights and interests of our common 
moncountry. The panoply of the 
nation is extended over every citi-4 
zen and ove: all his coacerus. We nu 
where hear of wrong or injustice 
done to the righis or the property ol 
an American, but we hear also of the 
interference of the arm of the gener- 
al government through son: of 1s a- 
gents to assure redress. his state| 
of things is peculiarly gratifying at 
atime when all the energies aid abil- 
ities of the state Pt 
quired to take advantage of our lo 
cal SOs. tien, a0d Wisely aud gad 
ciously appropriate our resources, 
in the best manuer, tu promote the 
best Interests of the commosaweal.h. 

The disinterested aud putriotic 
character of Pennsyivauias Las at 
all iicnes mauitested itself ia adis- 
position to support good priaciples 
and good measures valeulaied to 
advauce the general wellare. Ku- 
joying her own righis and pursuing 
wer own policy, she has never inodul- 
ged an ambition to be distinguished 
vy extraordiuary influence in the af- 
fairs of the general ghvernment, nor 
has sheinclined to lend her strength 
fow the advancement of individuals 
or the accomplishment of projects} s 
of doubtful utility. 
vance whatever is Calculated to pro- jj 


overninest are re 


Centeuted io ad- ely. 


* 


— 
are mace and making to aitara ine 
formation esseatially necessary to a 
wise & prudent prosecution of works 
commeaced aod contemplated. 

One hundred and eight miles of 
inland navigatioa, have been com- 
pleted by the Schuylkill Ravigation 
company, extending from the tide- 
water at Philadelplts, to Mount Car- 
bon, ia Schuylkili county. [ne U- 
aton Canalyexienuiag fom theSe uyls 
kill pear Readiog, tv the Susquehan- 
na, hear Middletown, will be com- 
pleted, it is expected, eurly in the 
next spring; thus opeying a navigae 
ble communication between the riv- 
ers Delaware and Susquehanna. Lhe 
eastern section of ihe Pennsylva- 
nia Canal, beginuing ut the western 
terminatios of the Union Canal, aud 
exiending about twenty five miles to 
the mouth of the Juniata, will be fine 
ished, 104s coufidently believed, in 
the uexi summer, & within the same 
time, it is also expected, that the 
Western section my de open for naw 
igation, The transportation by land, 
will thus be reduced, within ove yeuly 
between Pailsdeiphia & Pitisburgh, 
to less than two huodred miles. I 
have passed wsnoticed the valuable 
and ingenious improvements of the 
river Lehigh, andthe immense sums 


expendec by Pcnusylvania, and toe 
subscrip'ions of her citizens on the 
canal, wnhicn is ie connect the Delae 
ware aud the Chescpeake. 


Improvement is progressive, and 


is, in reference to the the intelli- 


rence, the wants aid meaas of sucir 
Wica seavy ariicles, & bul- 





mote the public interest and to main} 
toin the free principles of the cousti. | 
tution, leaving to her the undisturb- 
ed enjoyment of her own appropri. 
ate sphere of action, she has preseiv. 
ed, at all times, a tranquil and digui- . 


aid to those by whom ihe great ins|! 
supported. Such continues to be her| | 
position and her policy. | t 
The subj-ct of inland navigation, 
engaged much of the time and atten. | f 
tion of the last general assembly, & 
will doubiless deeply and anxiously]; 
occupy your thoughts and delibera. 
tions during the session just coms 
menced. In the recess of the legisla- 
ture it is believed, that all has-been 


t 
i 


the late legislature on this most im- 
portant subject. 


bers tothe board of canal commis- 
sioners, were promptly added and the 
board have been employed in ascer- 
iaining the best, most practicable & 
mosteconomical route, by which to 
carry into full effect, the objects, be- 


present session. li shall, with all 
promptitude, be laid before you. 1 
have much contidence in the clear- 
ness, fraukness and ability with which 
the board will detail the facis, which 
their industry and perseverance stull 
enable them to ascertain. This doc 
ument will be of great value in as- 
sisting to give clear views of the 
whole of those districts of country, 
through which it has been contem- 
plated to run the Pennsylvania Canal. 
Coming, as you do, from every sec 
tion of the commonwealth, acquaint- 
ed with the wishes, and ze.lous to 
promote the interest of your respec- 
tive constituents, 1 cannot doubt bui 
they will be faithfully represeuted, & 
hus the prosperity @! the whole state 
willbe advanced Lirugst itis noi neces- 
sary for me to assure you of the great 
gratification it will afford me, to co- 
operate with you, in carrying into ef- 
fect any and every measure, which 
shall promise to bring wealth & com- 
fort into the commonwealth, and iu’ 
crease tbe happiness ol our constitu. 
ents, with whom We have a common 
interest. 
he extentof turnpike, and other 
artificial roadsin Penosyivania, and 
the number of excelient bridges over 
our principal rivers, i8 greater than 
in any other state in the Union. The 
expenditures on those internal im- 
provements, from the state treasury 
and from the coffers of individuals in 
Pennsylvania, have been to an amount 
far beyond the expenditures for sim- 
ilar purposes, over any equal exteut 
of country in the Untied States. An 
Opinion, however, seems to prevail 
chat in this commonawealih, litle or 
nothing has beendone to promote a 
system of internal communication by 
water. This opinion is not well found- 
d, andis disproved by the public 
records, by the extensive water com- 
munications which are in successfui 
operation and by the many hundred 
workmen, almost steadily employed 
1n the state, on canals, locks and tun- 





auy 
can be av doubt, of tie superioriyp 
ol 
brings the articles and produce so 


lieved to be contemplated by the last orses. 
general assembly. From that board, coal 1s carned to market at Phiua- 
a full and satisfactory report may be | d¢lphia, & there supplied ata wod- 
confidentally expected early in che} erate price; it can evea affurd tse 


ky produc. are tu ve conveyed, for 
cousideiable dis ance, ihere 


transporteion by waer. It 


much nearer to market,tiat it gives 


fied attitude, disposed to give her/4 Value to woat would otherwise 


save rotled on the surface, or iaia 


terests of the country were faithfully | aeglected in the bowels of th@earin. 


tiacreases the value of bis labout 
O the farmer, by lessening the char- 


ges of conveyauce to market; aud 


or the saine reasvua, enables tin to 


get hisreturos at a cheaper rate. 


t raises the price of land, creases 


improvements,aad by the consumpe 


uu itoccasions, and the mills aad 
nanulactofics erected, establishes 


done which could have been done, to] 9 Market at nome; ine best of all 
carry into effect the enactments of| Posstvle markets, 


Phese advaniages are already re- 


In conformity to] alized, toa gieat exicot, from the 
law,aloan has been procured on} Sc.uyikill navigation aud the im- 
terms the most favorable which coud | provement of tue Lehign, though 
be obtained. The additional mem yet 1p their infaocy. Lie boats em- 
ployed ou the Schuylkill alone, give 
oecupation to adour 
men aud boys; aud cach boat, with 
one hofse, performs the work ui at 
least seven Waggous X .wealy eight 


hve hucdred 


The consequence 5, tuat 


shar ges of shipmeat to other paitd 

of ine Union, so that this vaiuavle 

arucie, which avounds ia Pena-yl- 

Vaula, is fap. diy becommg & cone 

sideravle tem of trade. Lie ree 

uras io ihe couoiry bave, i like 

manner, experienced a reduction ia 

the cost of the carriage. Tuey are 

carried from Philadelpnia to Moust 
Carbon, tor five dollare a ton, or 
(wenly five Ceuts a buodreg weigut. 

Similar advantages are coutideat 

iy expected irom the grea projeci« 
ed communication to Pitsourgh & 
Lake Ere. Itie still further off 
gteat importance by the coasidera- 

on, \hat it would secure to tic 

staie the trade of the weat, and 4 
porion of thetrade of the lakes; 
aud, which is more Important thag 
ali, will furnish an addiuoual politi 

cai aud social tie of inesiimabie val. 
ue. The report of the commuission- 
eo appointed toexamine and eur- 
vey ue river Susquebanoa, with 
t eir cherts and estimates; that of 
the Unioa Canal Company, and alt 
ibeir similar reports, estimates and 
plane, shall be laid before you with 
all possible despatch. From the 
report of the commissioners you 
wall discover what further improvee 
menis in the navigation of the riv- 
er Susquehanga have been made 
during the last season. The com- 
missioners uniting experience and 
practical knowledge, with vigilance 
and fidelity in performing the trust 
confided to them bg the legislature, 
have, it is believed, judiciously & 
faithfully expended the money “ap- 
propriated by law to this importaat 
Ovject. To create a certain and 
sale navigation will be productive 
of great advantages to our citizens 
nordering on this majestic river & 
‘8 tributary streams. To accom. 





nels,independent of the surveya which 


plish such a purpose and thereb 
afford incensed facilities te aprtee., 
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Will-be deserving and no doubt will 
receive a due portion of your at- 
tention. 

I have thus, gentlemen, laid before 
you such information as | have been 
able to collect in relation to the facili- 
tating water communication through- 
ont our state, forbearing to accomps- 
ny them by spec@lation or recommen- 
dations, from a thorough conviction 
that facts are all that are necessary 
to enable an enlightened and patri 
otic legislature to adopt such a course 
of conduct as shall best ensure the 
prosperity and happiness of its con- 
stituents, I commit this most im- 
portant and deeply interesting sub- 
ject to your wisdom, with perfect con- 
fidence, that the result of your delibe- 
rations will meet the approbation of 
the people of Pennsylvania; and, that 
it will be my plea-ure, as it is my in- 
clination, and my duty, heartily to co- 
operate with you in carrying into 
full effect the measures you may 
adopt. 

By an act passed at the last session 
of the general assembly, the governor 
was authorised to borrow $200,000 
from those banks “the charters of 
which provide that they shall loar 
certain sums to the state, when requir: 
so to do, on conditions set forth in 
said charters.” Of the sum thus 
wuihorised, $160,000 have been bor- 
rowed; that sum being thought suffi- 
cient to defray the current expenses 
contemplated by the law. The pro- 
visions of ihe act of assembly made it 
imperative on the governor, not only 
to obtain the money from banks, but 
fom that particular class of banks 
named in the actof assembly. For 
instance the bank of Pennsylvania, in 
which institution the state holds stock 
to a large amount, was, by the provi 
sions of the act exeluded from compe 
tition. Tothis bank the governor, 
therefore, could not apply, nor was it 
authorised to make any proposals for 
the loan, or ary part of it, All the 
banks included in the act of assembly 
authorising the loan were called upon 
to state the amount they would far- 
nish, and at what rate of interest.— 
In return to these'applications abou! 
five hundred thousand dollars were of- 
fered on loan. The bank of Montgo 
mery county loaned $60,000, at an in 
terest of 42 percent. and the Farmers’ 
bank of Lancaster loaned $25,000 a' 
44 per cent. for the unexpired time ol 
their charters. The residue of the 
sum borrowed was obtained from the 
Harrisburgh and Easton banks, at an 
interest of five per cent.redeemuble at 
the pleasure of the commonwealth.— 
Yhe whole sum was borrowed inde- 
pendently of, and unconnected with, 
the obligation of those banks to loan 
five per cent. of the amount of thei: 
capital stock to the state at an interest 
of five per cent. 

It is suggested, for the considera- 
tion of ‘he legislature, that hereafter, 
when money shall be wanted, on loan, 
for the use of the commonwealth, it 
could be obtained on more favorable 
terms, if authority wes given to cre- 
ate negociable certificates of stock of 
such sums as should be deemed most 
expedient. The amount borrowed to 
bear a certain interest, and the certi- 
ficates not to be redeemable before a 
period fixed by law. Proposals, for 
the purchase of this stock, to be in- 
viied by public notice and the certifi- 
cates; in favour of such corporations, 
or individuals as should give the 
highest premium. It is believed that 
under such provisions, the state could 
dorrow whatever morey it might 
want at a lower rate of interest, than 
under the restrictions contained in 
the act of the last session, It is not 
thought that the issuing of certificates 
tould be attended by any disadvan- 
tage, and that it would be an induce- 
ment to purchasers from the facility 
with which they could be disposed 
of. This recommendation has not 
teen made by the governor without 
his having well considered the limita- 
tions of the powers of the individual 
States which are contained in the 10th 
section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. He is 
hot aware that the issuing of certifi 
cates of such a character as has been 
Suggesged, would be an infringement 
of the section referred to. The whole 
Subject, important and delicate as it 
is, is submitted with great confidence 
to the wisdom & constitutional know- 
ledye of the General Assembly. It is 
further thought proper to suggest 
that, in the psssing of Jaws authoriz- 
ings the governor to borrow money 
for the use of the commonwealth, it 
would be better not to confine the ne- 
rotiation for such loans to any parti- 
célar bank, altho’ it would be safe to 
provide, that ifthe sums required 
could not be obtained on as favoura: 
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their charters to'make the same to 
the commonwealth. 

The reports of the Auditor General 
and State ‘Treasurer, will exhibit such 
mipate, and yet comprebensive details 
of the receipts and expenditures of the 
commonwealth, for the past year; and 
such data upon which to estimate the 
probable demands upon the treasury 
for the nest year, and the means to 
meet those demands, as will put you, 
gentlemen, in possession of all the facts 
which, in all probability, will bear op- 
on the financial concerns of the state, 
and thus enable yon to graduate your 
appropriations so as best to promote 
the public welfare. You, fellow citi- 
zens, will feel with me the heavy re- 
sponsibility which my station imposes, 
and that whatever may be our zeal or 
anxiety, to perfect a system of inter- 
nal improvement, especial care should 
be taken that our finances be kept un 
embarrassed, and that, in no case, 
shall expense be incurred without pro- 
vision being made promptly to meet it. 
Betome J leave this subject, | would 
take occasion to eay that frequent in- 


of the state, induce apprehensions that 
a eeling of something like jealousy 1s 
insinuating itself into the minds of 
some of our fejlow citizens in partic- 
ular districts, froma belief, that their 
local interests are not so zealously 
protected and promoted as those of o- 
iher portions of their fellow citizens. 
The existence of such feelings, and the 
more immediate cauzes of them, is 
prebably known to you gentlemen; and 
will keep you vigilant and watchful, 
that, so far as ia possible, the appro- 
priations from the public treasury 
shall, as equitably as may be, benefit 
equally all sections of the state. Our 
fellow citizens, aware of the difiicul- 
1e6 by which legislatore are su:roun- 
led, will do well to guard against pre- 
jodices hikely to induce distrust of the 
constituted authorities, founded ona 
helief that the representatives of the 
people can be unduly biassed, or im- 
properly influenced, to promote par- 
(:cular and local interests, rather than 
those of a more general and univer- 
sal character. 

In a country liko ours, where all pows 
er. and the agents of all power, emanate 
from the great body of the people, the 
presumption always is. that the represen- 
tatives of the people will labor, to the 


to do those things which will benefit all 
rather than apart, It is however, al- 
most impossible so to legislate on in- 
ternal improvement, as not. in the ear 
lier stages of the business. to appear to 
favor the interest of certain sections, 
rather than af the whole state, although 
thus to legislate shall eventually prove 
to have been the surest and most certain 
means to advance the welfare and happi- 
ness of all. 

In obedience to a resolution adopted 
by the late general assembly, the gov- 
ernor, soon after its adjournment, ap- 
pointed three commissioners to discharge 
the several duties set forth in the reso 
lution. ‘‘relative to a revision of the pe- 
nal code.” The arduousness of these du- 
ties and their importance, impose much 
responsibility as well as laborious re- 
search and active inquiry on the commis- 
sioners. Their report so soon as re- 
eeived, shall be laid before the legisla- 
ture. I most anxiously hope that it may 
be of so full and unexceptionable a chare 
acter as to warrant you, gentlemen in 
acting upon it definitively at your pres- 
ent session, So deep are my convictions 
of the consequences, good or evil, which 
must inevitably result from the principles 
and system which shall be adopted, that 
pothing but a desire to leave the subject 
with the commissioners and the general 
assembly could induce me to forbear from 
calling to your attention the high charac 
ter our commonwealth has already at- 
tained from her endeavors, not altogeth 
er unsuccessful to ameliorate her pena! 
cade and perfect her penitentiary system. 
Penal laws should be mild and judicious- 
ly graduated but prompt and certain in 
operation. A penitentiary system, while 
its object is not only to punish, but to 
|reform criminals should always have the 

latter object in view so that they may 
again be made respectable members of 
| society 

It is believed, that under the neve or- 
| ganization of the supreme court, a revis- 
jion of the laws related to the circuit 
jcourt system, will claim your deliberate 
aud special attention, and permit me to 
suggest that an arrangement of the dis- 
triets for holding the supreme court 
might be made so as to give additional 
facilities to the general administrations of 
justice. The United States Supreme 
Court sit at Washington during the ses- 








ble terms as the banks are obliged, 
by their charters, to loan te the state, 
that then the governor might require 
the banks to make such loans, and to 
the extent that they are required by 


sions of congress, and it is thought that 
by the establishment. at this place, ofa 
district, so that the supreme court of the 
state should hold a term during the ses 





sion of the legislature, opportanities 


tercourse with citizens frow all parte}, 


would be afforded of observing the mea- 
ner in which the pubiic business 1s trans- 
acted, and thus furnishing eseful hints 
for legislative enactments in relation to 
the administration of justice. 

The right of suffrage is one of the 
most precious rights of man. That it 
should be exercised in a uniform man- 
ner, according to the provisions of the 
constitution and laws, will not be 
doubted or disputed, Is it so exercised 
in Pennsylvania? Do the same qualifi- 
cations entitle similar persons to vote in 
all our different countries? Or do differs 
ent constructions entitle whole clases 
of persons to vote in one district, whose 
votes would be rejected in the next? Is 
the term freeman, so construed in one 
district as totelly to exclude, and in an- 
other freely to admit persons of colour 
to exercise the right of suffrage? Are not 
other required qualifications so constru- 
ed as in one county to admit, and in 
another to exclude, numbers of persons 
from voting? In some counties the ne» 
glect of assessors, or tax collectors, jeo- 
pardise the right of individual suffrage, 
while in others, individuals are permit- 
ted to come forward without previous as- 
sessment, pay their taxes and vote. 

I would earnestly recommend that the 
unmerous laws now in force on these sub- 
jects be consolidated into one which shall 
clearly detine the rights of the elector 
and the duties of the officers of elections, 
and direct that one copy of the law thus 
enacted shall be furnished for the use of 
every election district in the state.— 
While on thie subject I would remark, 
that the increased population of Pennsyl 
vania. calls for the printing of an addis 
tional number of the pamphlet laws of 
the general assembly, or the adoption of 
some more economical mode in their dise 
tribution. 

There are other laws, of a generally in- 
teresting nature which embrace the in- 
terests of large portions of our fellow ci- 
tizens, to which I would call your at- 
tention. But I presume that the advan- 
tages of reviewing and consolidating in 
ene law all that is desirable, in many 
laws which relate to a particular subject 
are so obvious, and the duty of consoli- 
dating them promp ly so imperative, that 
the legislature will feel the obligations of 
duty and the claims of their fellow citi 
zens to be sufficient motives, without 
any otber recommendation. | may how 
ever, without obtrusiveness, be permit- 
ted again to recommend a thorough re- 
vision and consolidation of the laws rules 
and practice which prevail in the sev- 
eral Orphans’ courts in this eommon- 
wealth.’ ‘Ihe infinitive variety of iater 





bestof their judgment and knowledges] ests of persons, many of whom are pe" 


culiarly entitled to legislative care and 
the intrinsic importance of insuring uni 


those courts will be reccived as abun 
dant apology for again earnestly calling 
your attention toa subject igvolving the 
interests of branches of almost every fem- 
ily in the community. 

The manly spirit manifested by our 
numerous volumteer corps claims the 
fostering hand of the constituted guar 
dians of the freedom and happiness of the 
people. Our volunteer associations may 
be regarded as the animating evidences 
of that civil military spirit, which is he 
roic in defence of our altars and fire: 
sides; which will not brook the imprint 
of aforeign enemy on oursoil, and is 
jealous and intelligent in supervising the 
conduet and resisting the unconstitution 
al encroachment, of any of our military 
or civil officers who wouid usurp author 
ity, or feed their ambition at the expense 
of the freedom of our country. This is 
a spirit to be cherished by all people who 
desire peace, and love liberty. The re- 
turns of the adjutant general will be such 
information as to the number of our vol 
unteers, the extent of our military e- 
quipments, tents and stores as will great 
ly assist the legisiature to make sueh 


our volunteers and their ardent desise 
to improve in military discipline shall 
require. 

In consequence of information that 
the United States have withdrawn all 
military force from Fort Mifflin, 1 in- 
structed the Secretary of theCom. 
monwealth to address the Secretary 
of War to ascertain whether the U 
ntted States would, or would not con. 
tinue to hold possession of the Fortifie 
cations and Island on which they are 
erected The letter of the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth No |. and those 
otthe Chief Eogineer( Nos. H.& 111.) ac- 
company this message, that the Gen- 
eral Assembly may, with all the lights 
in my power to obtain, institute such 
inquiries and adopt such measures if 
any shall be found necessary, as may 
be deemed expedient and proper. 

There are facts in relation to our 
Commonwealth and our common 
country of so encouraging 
and heart cheering a character, that 
I feel strictly in the discharge of my 
duty when I recall them to the notice 
of those who are returned as the cho- 
sen delegates of the people. The fer- 





formity in the decisions and practice of 


tility of the soil of Pennsylvania, the 
salubrity and excellence of her climat: 
the extent and plenty of her rivers, 
creeks and springs, and the industr 
and general good habits of her citi- 
zens are sure guarrantees of general 
prosperity and of individual comfor 
and happioess. Those blessings, anc 
sources of wealth, we have, in com- 
mon with some of our sister states, 
but in addition, we have exhaustless 
beds of the best Jion Ort and of mi 
neral Coal equal in quality and as 
abunant in quantity as ony that are 
known toexist. The working of those 
mines has commenced on an exten- 
sive ecale and is progressing with ra. 
pidity and success equal to our mos! 
sanguine hopes. From these most 
useful articles, therefore, we may ex: 
pect wealth to flowin upouus a d 
that they wil essent ally contribute 
to the ereccion of numerous Forges 
and other valuable buildings and im: 
provements throughout our state- 

Highly, however, [cllow citizens as 
we estimate sli honorable sources oi 
wealth, and as thuch as tis our duty 
to makethem productive, there is ap 
inheritance above their price, and which 
as the legacy of our fathers and for its 
own ir@rinsic exceilence, we hold to be 
inestimable. You wiil understand me to 
allude to those sound practical political 
principles, and priceless institutions of 
gevernment, Which were purchased by 
the best blood of our country. Never 
were the sublime effect of those prin- 
ciples and institutions more eminently 
displayed than on a recent remarkable 
occasion. 

We rejoice to see the countries of 
South America emerging from worse 
than Egyptian darkness and despotism 
\o enjoy the happiness which results 
from the pure light of Independance 
and freedom, and we fervently hope 
that both may be firmly and happily 
established Yet how can we but trem- 
bie for them when we s¢e the swor 
gleam, and hear the battle-cry when a 
Chief Magistrate is to be chosen, or a 
constitution of government established; 
and when we see one chief array him- 
self against another, or both are array 
ed against the constitutional authorities 
of their country. 

How differently and how much more 
felicitously is our lot cast. How muci. 
more experienced and enlightened is 
our county! A chief magistrate is to 
be chosen, candidates present them- 
sclves on every s de,their friends arear- 
dent and sanguine, the feclings of the 
people are every where aroused and 
*xpectation and ambition are deeply 
excited, The polls are opened and clo- 
ved, the vetes are counted. Calgul « 

ions, conjectures and predictions infi- 
site and irreconcileable are afloat, and 
hopes and fears alternately animate and 
depress the friends of the candidates in 
every state of the Union. At length 
the choice of the chief magistrate of 
our country is officially made known 
and all is again tranquil, all is submis- 
sion under this constitutional designa 
tion of the future President of the U- 
nited States. Those who advocated, 
and those who opposed, al] sit down 
content, assured that the constitution 
will be respected and the laws faithful- 
ly obeyed, 

What a glorious commentary on our 
political principles and habits! What 
a happy state of things! What a bies- 
sed couutry! Long,fellow-citizens, may 
We continue thus to enjoy, and thus to 
deserve the invaluable political insti- 
tutions, the foundations of which were 
laid by our forefathers. 

J. ANW. SHULZE, 
—_— =] 
CHESAPEANE AND OHIOCANAL 

Wasutaton City, Dec. 7, 1826 

“On Wednesday the 6th Decem- 
ber, the Chesupeake and Obio Ca- 


further provision as the gallant spirit of pal Convention reassembled in the Ci- 


ty of Washington, The Hon. Josepb 
Kent, Governor of the state of Mary- 
land in the Chair, and Gen. W. Jones 
of Washington City, and James S. 
Craft Esq, of Pit gh, Secretaries, 
It was ascertaine! that about 240 
gentlemen were delegated of whom 
nearly the whole number attended. 
welve counties af Pennsylvania ape 
pointed dele sates who generally at- 
tended. 

Several conmittees were appoint 
ed to prepare aod submit estimates 
of the coset of the canal, to compare 
the presput acts of assembly incorpe- 
rating the company, and te report 
such amendments as might be neces- 
Sary. 

Judge Reed of Pa. gave notice that 
he wonld io the morning submit resolv. 
tions, to ascertain the sense of the con- 
vention upon the propriety of request- 
ing the National Government to as- 
sume the execution oft he whole work 
to the exclusion ofthe states, 

A general spirit of unanimity ap. 
pears (o prevail among the member 
of the convention, from which th: 
happiest result may be as ticipated.” 





By steam, men may go from Bristol, Lagland, i¢ 
Cork, Ireland, for is. 6d. Lately, it cost 3 RUineas, 


Weekly Directory. 
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Ciergymen. 
tev. Joseph Patterson, s ? 
tev. Hobert Patterson, ; Fourth, between Wood & Market « 
dev. Francis Herron, LD. D. Penn street. 
Kev. &. P. Swift, Fourtu, between Suithueld and Grant gt 
sev. Josep Stuckion, Allegheny Towa. 
ev. Rodert Bruce, D. D. coruep of Jd st. & Cherry Alley, 
tev. John Biace, D. VU. upper ead of Seventh street. 
rev.Johoa H. Hopkins, one mile west, of Beaver read. 
Rev. Joseph Kerr, Allegheny Town 
Post wlasier. 
William Eichbaum, jun.Secoud, between Wood & Market ¢ 
haitors of Newspapers, 
John M. Snowden, Mercury, Liverty,head of Wood street, 
VD. & M. Macican,Gazette,b vurth, between Market & Wood » 
J.C. Andrews, Statesuian, Fourth, betweeu Market and 
Ferry streets, 
ohn M:Farland, & David B. M’Lain, Allegheny Demoerag 
Wood between Filth and Sis th streets. 
Pliysiciaus. 
James Agnew, M. D. Second, between Market and Perry at, 
Dr. 5. R. Holmes, Filth, between Marketi and Wood st, 
William Chureh, M. D. 4th, between Wood & Smithtield g 
James Speer, M. D. Fourth, between Market & Wood st 
Attorneys at Law. 
John M‘Donald, Front, oetween Merket and Ferry streets. 
Neville B. Craig, Diamond. 
Harmar Denny, lower eud of Water street. 
Henry Baldwin, corner of Water atreet and Redoubt alley, 
Ross Wilkins, corner of Fourth and Ferry streets. 
Robert Burke, Diamond. 
E. Peutiand, Diamond. 
Aldermen. 
M. B. Lowrie, Diamone 
Jobn M. Souwden, Liberty, at the head of Wood street. 
Sher.ff. 
William Leckey, Diamond. 
‘Teachers. 
N. Ruggles Smith, Front, between {Market Ferry strevis. 
J.H. Fielding, Water, between Smitht el: and Grant streets 
James Dumars, Third, between Wool and Smithfield, 
V. B. M‘Gahen, Smithfield, between 6th and 7th streets. 
John M:Nevin, corner of Wood and Sixth street. 
Timothy Charles Davis, Grant, between Ist. & 2nd. streett, 
Dry Good Merchants. 
Samuel Spencer, Market, between Fourth st. and Diamond. 
Isaac Harris, corner of Market and Fifth streets. 
S. Thompson & Co. corner of Market und Fourth streets, 
William M‘Candless, Market. between Third and Fourth st 
John Thompson, Market, between the Diamond & Feurth st 
John Darragh, corner of Third and Market streets. 
George Faris, Market, between Third & Fourtt streets. 
Grocery Merchants. 
M. Leech, Liberty, between Wood st. & Strawberry alley. 
B. C, Sawyer, Wood, between Second apd Third streets. 
Lowrie & Curtis, Wood, between Third and Fourth streets 
Bailey & Co. Liberty street. 
Mrs. Hodge, corner of Smithfield street and Virgin Alley. 
E. Hatch, Smithfield, between Sixth and Seventh streets 
Thomas Fairman, corner of Third and Wood streets 
Druggists. 
Hangen and Son, Market, between Fifth and Liberty streef: 
Exchanger. 
N. Holmes, Market, between Second and Third streets, 
Commission Merchants. 
Allen & Grant, Front, between Market and Wood streets. 
S. & A. Hart, Wood, between Front and Water streets. 
Freighters. 
Robert Beer, Third; between Wood and Market sts. 
A. Hart, Wood, between Water and Front sts. 
Shoe Merchant. 
Nicholas Griffith, Wood, between Third sod Fourth stréey 
Bookseller and Stationer. 
R. Patterson, Diamond. 4 
Book-Binders. 
Eichbaum, Johnson, & Carpenter, Market, between Setond 
an¢ Third streets. 
J: 8. Sheldon, Diamond Alley, between Wood and Smithfield 
streets. 
Engraver. 
Wa. Savery, second, between market and Wood streets. 
Cabine» Makers. 
William Alexander, Market, between Front and Second ss 
William Crawford, Fourth, between Wood aad Market 
George G. Wright, 4th, between Wood & Smithfield s 
Watch Maker. 
S. Robinson, Diamond Alley, between Wood st. & Diamond. 
Cloth Manufactucer. 
James Arthurs, head of Strawberry alley. 
Soap and Candle Manutacturers. 
I. Jackson, Diamond. 
B. C. Sawyer, Wood, between Second and Third streets, 
Brush Maker. 
William Blair, Wood, between Fifth and Saxth streets. 
Shoe Makers. 
H. Childs, Wood, between Third and Fourth streets. 
Nicholas Manar, sixth, between Wood & Smithfield streets. 
William Phillips, Wood, between Fourth str. & D. Ailey 
Philip Covert, St. Clair, between Penn and Liberty stree# 
George M‘Clean, St. Clair, between Penn and Liberty s- 
Tabor & Adderly, Market, between 5th st. & the Diamood- 
Hatters. 
James Wilson, Market, b en Third an | Fourth street; 
M‘ Kee and Graham, south-east side of the Diamond. 
Tailors. 
J. M‘Combs, Fourth, between Market and Ferry streets.’ 
John Torode, Market, between Second and Third street 
George W. Bradley, Market, between Front and 2d street. 
David Kinkead, Wood, between 4th, st. and Diamond Alley: 
Caleb Lee, Market, begween Fourth street & the Diamont 
Saddlers 
Hanson & Brice, corner of Market and Second streets. 
James Smith, Market, between Fourth st. and the Dua 
Plumer & Ca. corver of Third and Market streets. 
Dyer- 
Thomas Hartley, Wood, between Diomond Alley § 5th ® 
Tinoer and Coppersmith 
John Sheriff, Market, between Third and Fourth stree® « 
Wagon Maker. 
Robert Davis, head of Liberty street. 
House Carpenters. 
William Witty, upper e..d of Pesan street. 
tsaiah Scott, Byardstown. 
Tavern Keeper. 
Janues Speer, on the Allegheny, at the upper ‘ferry. 
Blacksmith 
George Gossin, two miles east, Turnpike road. 
Villiam Hartupic, Rolling-mill alley. 
Livery-Stable. 
Cargill & Nesmith, Penn, between Irwin & St. Clair streole§ 
Gardener. 
John Cameron, corner of Penn and ——— streets: 
Barber. 
Wm. Sands, Third, between Market & Wood’streets. 
Block Maker. 
\lexander Bushnell, Msrbary, between Penn & Libert7 ot 
Stone Cutter. 
“homas Fairman, upper end of Liberty street. 
Gate Keeper. 
jeorge Denniston one mile op theeastern, tunrpxe rowt 
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